"AN  ADVENTURE  IN  LIVING  TOGETHER" 


Report  of  the  Sandy  Island  Men’s  Camp  for  the  Summer  1929 
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Our  camp  song,  "Beautiful  Isle  of  Sandy",  written  a year  ago  by  one  of 
the  campers  describes  very  well  the  significance  of  the  thirty-first  camping 
season  just  closed.  "Life  is  just  what  you  will  raaJce  it,  boys".  This  line 
communicates  the  spirit  and  purposes  of  our  camp  life.  The  policy  was 
followed  of  continuing  the  experimental  features  of  the  camp  program  and 
management  which  had  been  initiated  the  preceding  year.  We  tried  to  think  of 
camp  as  "an  adventure  in  living  together". 

In  making  the  adventure  we  recognized  two  foundations.  One,  that 
we  were  the  beneficiaries  of  the  life  and  energy  of  many  who  had  gone  before 
and  who  had  made  possible  the  resources  of  wiiich  we  availed  ourselves.  The 
other,  that  the  spirit  of  Sandy  had  at  its  heart  the  Christian  tradition  which 
was  the  genius  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

In  living  together  we  recognized  three  principles.  That  the  interests 
of  young  men  should  become  the  basis  of  our  program.  That  those  interests  were 
best  served  in  an  atmosphere  of  freedom.  That  the  resources  of  camp  be  used 
efficiently  in  securing  for  all  an  "abundant  life". 

PROGRAM 


TOWN  MEETINGS  - These  were  held  every  Sunday  evening  at  which  the  whole 
camp  participated  in  the  shaping  of  the  program  for  the  coming  week.  The  tradi- 
tions of  camp,  the  understandings  and  agreements  by  niiich  campers  regulated 
their  conduct  in  camp  were  outlined  and  adopted  as  the  basis  of  living  for 
another  week.  No  radical  changes  were  made  in  these  which  were  revised  a year 
ago.  During  the  camp  season  these  traditions  and  understandings  were  respected 
by  the  great  majority  of  canpers. 

■ATHLETICS  - The  weekly  program  of  activities  consisted  of  the  following; 
Inter-camp  baseball,  one  game  at  home  end  one  away  with  some  outside  camp,  a 
tennis  tournament  and  matches  with  outside  camps  when  we  met  them  in  baseball, 
a track  meet,  an  aquatic  meet,  volley  ball  and  other  games  with  certain  tent 
or  other  groups  matched  against  each  other.  Our  relations  with  other  camps 
have  always  been  cordial  end  the  competition  close. 

Points  in  athletic  competition  were  awarded  and  fifty  different  boys 
won  the  coveted  Sandy  "S".  In  addition  to  these  there  were  eleven  who  passed 
the  requirements  for  the  all-round  merit  badge  - the  Pine  Cone  Bnblem. 

In  swimming  and  Life  Saving  various  groups  and  individuals  met  somewhat 
infrequently  and  if  results  had  been  tabulated  carefully,  probably  fifteen  boys 
learned  to  swim  at  Sandy  this  year  end  about  half  that  number  practised  the 
Life  Saving  tests  faithfully  enough  so  that  they  could  pass  them  before  an 
examiner.  One  or  two  accidents  or  near  accidents  supplied  sufficient  incentive 
for  fairly  large  classes  one  or  two  weeks.  We  probably  need  to  have  another 
man  on  the  staff  who  could  spend  more  time  giving  instruction. 
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With  the  addition  of  four  new  row-boats  and  two  canoes,  our  fleet 
served  a good  many  men.  At  present  our  fleet  numbers  seventeen  canoes  and 
fourteen  row-boats. 

This  part  of  our  program  is  the  active  side  of  camp  life  and  re- 
quires leadership  idaich  secures  the  participation  of  a.  large  number.  This 
was  cared  for  by  our  Athletic  Director,  Mr.  Beal. 

OUTINGS  - Under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Hill  trips  were  taken  to 
Rattlesnake  Island,  Chocorua,  Belknap,  Wa^ington,  Shaw,  Moosilauke,  Sandwich, 
Franconias,  and  Major.  There  were  346  participants  in  these  trips.  Twelve 
separate  mountain  summits  were  visited.  The  greatest  activity  was  during 
the  week  beginning  July  21st,  when  eight  mo\intaln8  were  climbed.  The  largest 
number  of  mountain  climbers  was  during  the  week  of  August  4th,  53  men  partici- 
pating. The  least  number  on  any  trip  was  seven,  and  greatest  was  forty-six. 
These  trips  were  a real  feature  in  the  life  of  camp  and  the  men  came  back 
very  enthusiastic  about  them. 

INDOOR  PROGRAM  - Evenings  at  camp  find  men  interested  in  various 
tournaments  as  well  as  reading  and  writing  letters.  Most  every  week  tourna- 
ments in  chess  and  checkers,  ping-pong,  and  bridge  were  participated  in  by 
many. 

The  regular  Thursday  evening  entertainments  contributed  their  part 
of  fun  as  well  as  allowed  campers  to  express  their  talent  in  interesting  ways. 

Men  were  encouraged  in  their  reading  throu^  the  library  which  in 
addition  to  a number  of  old  books  was  supplied  by  the  Boston  Y.M.C.A.  library 
with  a hundred  newer  volxames.  The  daily  papers  and  a few  magazines  were  also 
supplied  the  campers. 

Almost  every  evening  you  would  find  a few  gathered  around  the  fire 
talking  over  problems  of  mutual  interest.  Features  of  these  fire-side  gather- 
ings were  a visit  of  the  State  Forester,  John  H.  Poster;  a meeting  with  two 
students  from  Swathmore  College  who  discussed  the  Peace  and  War  issue.  This 
phase  of  our  program  is  not  too  strong  and  might  be  improved  considerably. 

CHAPEL  - Regular  Sunday  morning  services  were  held  in  the  Chapel 
or  Lodge  as  the  weather  permitted.  These  meetings  were  designed  to  be  as 
helpful  as  possible  and  made  entirely  voluntary.  The  Camp  Director  tried 
to  suggest,  through  a series  of  talks,  ways  to  religious  experience.  When- 
ever the  weather  permitted  a sunset-song  service  was  held  in  the  chapel. 

These  services  proved  to  be  a real  inspiration  to  many. 

MISCELLAITSOUS  - 'Special  features  were  put  into  the  program  whenever 
interest  warranted  it.  Arrangements  were  made  for  walks  around  the  island 
with  Mr.  Hill  who  described  the  fauna  and  flora  of  the  region  as  well  as  the 
geology  of  this  lake  region. 

Our  Fourth  of  July  celebration  consisted  of  athletic  events  during 
the  day  with  a program  aro;ind  the  camp  fire  in  the  evening  followed  by  a sing 
at  the  lakeshore. 
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When  the  Wyanoke  councilors  played  at  Sandy  the  whole  roster  of 
hoys  came  also  and  brought  their  hand  of  twenty- seven  pieces  making  a gala 
day. 


The  Nashua,  N.H.  City  Council  were  our  guests  on  one  afternoon. 

They  enjoyed  a recreational  program  using  our  facilities,  particularly  the 
hasehall  field. 

Two  or  three  moonlight  sails  were  enjoyed.  Occasional  trips  to 
the  Weirs  for  dances  were  taken.  Trips  were  also  taken  to  the  Lihhy  Museiam. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  campers  to  enjoy  rides  on  speedboat  and  seaplane. 

The  Sandy  Island  Improvement  Association  met  for  an  hour  every 
Wednesday  morning.  During  these  hours  when  campers  t\irned  out  en  masse  a 
great  deal  of  work  was  accomplished.  Particularly  noteworthy  was  the  con- 
struction of  new  tennis  hack  stops.  The  handball  court  iiiiich  has  been 
under  construction  for  several  years  was  also  finally  completed. 

At  the  regular  Thursday  ni^t  entertainments  a committee  of  campers 
were  responsible  for  collecting  a sun  amounting  to  $118  during  the  season.  The 
money  will  be  used  to  purchase  materials  which  will  be  helpful  in  dramatic 
work  and  stage  properties. 

Other  contributions  were  received  at  Town  Meeting  and  other  occa- 
sions from  campers  and  the  camp  was  able  to  send  $25  to  the  Laconia  Hospital 
and  $25  to  the  Foreign  Work  Department  of  the  Y.M.C.A. 

From  the  many  letters  and  vocal  expressions  of  appreciation  the 
program  seems  to  meet  a real  need  in  the  lives  of  many  men  during  their  vaca- 
tion. It  is  difficult  to  measure  or  to  suggest  the  values  which  camp  experience 
may  have  brought  to  many.  Our  concern  has  been  and  should  be  that  camp  not  only 
give  men  what  they  want  but  what  they  need, 

OPERATION 


STAFF  - The  successful  operation  of  camp  depends  upon  the  team  work 
of  the  staff  and  the  spirit  with  which  they  serve.  The  commissary  department 
under  Mr.  Pompey,  provided  us  with  excellent  meals.  Living  arrangements  of 
camp  were  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  under  the  watchful  eye  of  Mr.  Hill. 
The  athletic  equipment  and  dormitories  received  the  attention  of  Mr.  Beal. 

The  health  of  camp  was  supervised  by  Mr.  Beal  and  First  Aid  hours  were  held 
immediately  after  meals.  Mr,  Staples  had  charge  of  the  mechanical  equipment 
of  camp,  supervising  the  operation  of  the  water  system,  and  the  electric 
lights.  These  were  a needed  addition  to  our  camp  property.  All  the  old 
boats  and  canoes  were  repaired  during  the  summer  and  painted.  Our  motor 
boats  gave  good  service  under  the  attention  of  our  skipper,  Mr.  Dulac.  The 
out-of-aoor  gang  kept  all  the  necessary  things  moving  and  cleaned  up,  and 
these  are  many  in  camp.  Under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr.  Seaman  the 
office  with  all  its  details  was  ably  supervised.  The  Staff  numbered  in  all 
twenty. 
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EQ.UIFM}^T  - Many  additions  to  equipment  were  made  during  the  year. 

A complete  new  pressure  water  system  was  installed  including  a new  electric 
pump,  steel  pressure  tank  and  many  feet  of  pipe.  An  electric  generating 
unit  was  installed  and  the  Lodge,  kitchen  and  wash-roaa  wired  with  lights. 

A 375  gallon  Kaustine  Chemical  toilet  was  installed.  One  large  tent  and 
two  small  tents  were  purchased.  Thirty  cots  and  forty-eight  mattresses 
were  added  to  our  bedaing.  Four  row-boats  and  two  canoes  added  to  the  fleet 
The  motor  boats  and  tractor  were  completely  overhauled  and  put  in  first- 
class  condition.  Camp  buildings  were  repaired  at  a few  points.  Most  of 
these  are  in  fairly  good  condition. 

CAIvrPFRS  - D‘-iring  the  summer  five  hundred  seventy-eight  campers  at- 
tended the  camp,  nearly  half  of  these  were  new  campers.  A larger  percentage 
than  last  year  came  from  Boston  and  Massachusetts.  Over  half  of  the  campers 
were  twenty-four  years  or  under.  At  times  the  personnel  of  camp  assumed  an 
international  character  with  men  from  the  Orient,  Europe  and  Latin  America. 

The  camp  opens  up  with  a small  group  and  builds  up  fairly  rapidly 
and  carries  a peak  load  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  July  and  first  two  in 
August.  We  have  a real  problem  to  consider  in  our  promotion  in  order  that 
we  mi^t  get  a more  even  distribution  throughout  the  summer.  Sixty-five  of 
the  campers  were  Jewish,  - not  a very  large  percentage,  yet  a number  of  ad- 
verse comments  raise  a question  in  regard  to  the  method  of  accepting  applica 
tions  which  should  be  faced  in  another  year.  To  encourage  groups  like  the 
Echo  Club,  the  Eliot  Congregational  Church  group,  the  growing  group  from 
the  Young  Men's  Division  of  the  Worcester  Y.M.C.A.  and  the  Greenpoint 
L.I.,  Y.M.C.A.  should  be  one  of  our  objectives  in  promotion. 

SUjva'ARY 


With  the  changing  personnel  of  campers  it  is  difficult  to  build 
a program  which  is  accumulative  in  its  effect.  The  effort  therefore  was 
made  to  set  up  camp  with  such  a spirit  of  good  fellowship,  fair  play,  and 
wholesome  ideals  that  no  one  could  help  expand  a little  during  his  stay  in 
camp,  perhaps  securing  for  a little  while  a vision  of  a possible  better 
life  than  he  knew  before. 


BEAUTIFUL  ISLE  ^ SAl-IBY 

Beautiful  Isle  of  Sandy 
Set  in  a sea  of  blue. 

Raising  our  hearts  so  grandly 
Moulding  us  into  men  true 
Working,  playing. 

Life  is  just  ^at  you  will  make 
it  boys. 

Friends  and  good  cheer 
Await  you  here 
Beautiful  Isle  of  Sandy. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  E.  Butler 
Camp  Director 
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